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Agenda 
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• Introduction 

• Overview of the Data Specification 

Workbook 

• Common Issues with APCD applications 

• September Workgroup: IRBNet 

 



New Manager of Accounts 

Adam Tapply 
Manager of Accounts 
Adam.Tapply@state.ma.us 
617.988.3132 

mailto:Adam.Tapply@state.ma.us


Writing a Clear and Coherent Justification for each 

Data Element is Necessary for CHIA to Determine if the 

Use is in the Public Interest 
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Examples of Weak and Strong 

Public Interest Justifications 
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Weakest 
• Length of Stay 

Analysis 

Weak 
• Length of Stay 

Analysis by  
Emergency 
Severity 

Strong 
• Length of Stay 

Analysis by 
Emergency 
Severity to 
Reduce Regional 
Disparities in 
Timeliness of 
Care 
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Examples of Weak and Strong Public 

Interest Justifications (continued) 
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Weakest 
•Demographic 

Analysis 

Weak 
•Demographic 

Analysis of 
payments 

Strong 
•For state agency 

surveillance of 
chronic disease to 
develop 
prevention 
programs based on 
shared family risk 
factors 
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Data Use Agreement 
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• Page 1: Name of the data recipient 

   (where will the data be housed?) 

• Signature:  Someone must be able to sign 

on behalf of the data recipient. 

–Common Issue: grad students cannot 

sign on behalf of their university. 
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Case Mix Workbook 
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• Section V of the application (Requested 

Data Elements [Case Mix]) refers to a 

CASE MIX DATA SPECIFICATION 

WORKBOOK. 

• Will be posted to the website soon. 



Medicare Data 
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• Medicare data is only available to sister 

Massachusetts state agencies. 

• All others must request Medicare data from 

CMS directly. 

 



MassHealth Data 
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• MassHealth data currently resides within 

the APCD. 

• Not currently available for release.  CHIA is 

working with MassHealth to make it 

available. 
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Any additional questions regarding the 

APCD application process? 

Questions? 



September Workgroup - IRBNet 
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• September 24th, 2:00 – 3:00 

• Preparing for IRBNet 

–Goes live October 1st 

–ALL applications submitted after 9/30 

must come in through IRBNet. 

–Additional training sessions may be 

scheduled. 



QUESTIONS 
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• General questions about the APCD: 

 (CHIA-APCD@state.ma.us)   

• Questions related to APCD applications: 

(apcd.data@state.ma.us) 

• Questions related to Casemix: 

(casemix.data@state.ma.us) 
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